
(~' detroit 
'~ J renewable power 

l\DulnKtlloiiii\Voi\JIL ~~~"'~l' lt.OCuniP.I fiV 

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL 

October 17, 2017 

Mr. Todd Zynda, Enviromnental Engineer 
Michigan Depa1tment of Environmental Quality 
Air Quality Division 
3058 W. Grand Boulevard 
Suite 2300 
Detroit, MI 48202 

RECEIVED 

OCT 2 3 2017 

Alr Quality Dfvlaion 
Detroit Offlce 

RE: Detroit Renewable Power- Response to Violation Notice dated September 26, 2017 

Dear Mr. Zynda: 

This correspondence is Detroit Renewable Power's response to the Violation Notice (VN) dated 
September 26, 2017 regarding odors allegedly emanating from DRP's operation on September 
25, 2017. Inspections conducted by MDEQ-AQD reportedly found a moderate to strong (level 
3 to 4) garbage odor impacting nearby neighborhoods. 

The following is in response to the violation notice: DRP takes odor management very 
seriously and remains diligent in operating its facility according to the Consent Judgment (CJ) 
issued on October 20, 2014. As you know, the CJ requires DRP to have an Odor Management 
Pl~n (OMP) which requires review and recordkeeping of qdor abatement activities on a daily, 
weekly, and monthly basis. These practices are intended to ensure conformance with the OMP 
to mitigate odors from the facility. 

Since the beginning of the summer, DRP management and personnel have placed special 
emphasis on minimizing the potential for objectionable odors, including increased emphasis on 
general housekeeping and diligently implementing all odor management practices. These 
efforts have been boosted by the fact that DRPs boilers have experienced very smooth and 
consistent operation, which greatly helps DRP manage its fuel inventory. 

In addition, the daily inspections for September 25, 2017 found the municipal solid waste 
conveyors and the overhead doors operating properly. Daily inspections also found the odor 
spray system to be working correctly at the tipping floor roof, the refuse derived fuel (RDF) 
area, the alleyway door, the north alley door, the south alley door, the municipal solid waste 
(MSW) pile, the east tipping floor, the west tipping floor, and the stack systems. In addition, the 
MSW roof fans were working properly and the property roadways were swept with the sweeper 
truck. In summary, all appropriate odor management practices were followed on the day noted. 
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Moreover, an odor survey (attached) was conducted by our Safety Specialist for that date, as 
desctibed below. 

An extensive odor survey was conducted at approximately 11:40 AM on September 251
h. No 

objectionable odors were detected. Therefore DRP does not agree that a violation of Rule 901 
due to DRP's operations occurred on September 25, 2017. 

DRP appreciates the MDEQ's assistance in its ongoing effmts to minimize odor impact. In 
order to enable DRP to respond most effectively to odor concems, we ask that MDEQ notify 
Damian Doerfer, Director of EHS at (313) 269-2806 and ddoerfer@detroitrenewable.com as 
soon as possible with all essential details when any odor complaint potentially relating to DRP 
is received. This will allow DRP to immediately investigate and potentially respond to the 
complaint and repmt the results back to MDEQ. 

If you have questions concerning this response, please feel free to contact Damian Doerfer at 
(313) 269-2806. 

Sincerely, 

Detroit Renewable Power,_ 

':> c~ (s ~""""--"-" 
Damian Doerfer, Director EHS 

Attachments 



WEEKLY Environmental Documentation - must keep for five years 
ROP-form-010 

Odo.r Man c>,.gement- Weekly Odor Survey Revision 2 
04/12/2017 

Record keeping for the Odor Management Plan required by the Consent Judgement dated October 21, 2014. 

Instructions: 
1. Conduct a weekly odor s urvey upwind a nd downwind of the fac ility (April t h rough October) . 

2. Docume nt all of the required info rmation below. 

3. If odors a re observed, initiate necessa ry act ions t o dete rmine t he cause a nd correct issue. 
4. Contact your Supervisor if odors are observed. 

5. Submit completed fo rms to Enviro nme ntal Manager. 

Complete this section each week 
Odor observed from DRP 

Date Time at a grade 3 or more 7 Observer Name ~L;Signat/1) 
YLN 

61-d-5-!1 /1'/0 d/ / ~;//~;Jint~ 4J£1yfZ)( 
Werither Conditions ........ tY ....____,. 

T~mperature Humidity Wind Speed Wind Direction Sky Conditions 

/]6~ fn2°~ c!< m?lt kotvt SSe I !BrA rvSv //11£/ 
Location Comments 

v r-
(attach map if needed) 

Odor Scale* Odor Characteristic•• (including the spatial extent of the odor and the potential sources) 
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If odor is observed this section must be completed 

1. Review the Odor Management Plan if odor from DRP is observed at a 
grade 3 or higher. are updates needed? 

2. Were corrective actions taken If the souce was found? 

3. What were the corrective actions? 

4. Complete a report based on the findings and submit to MDEQ. 
•odor Scale: **Odor Characteristic Examples: 
0 - Non-detect Paint-like 
1- Just barely detectable Musty, moldy 
2 · Distinct and definite odor Burnt, smoky 
3- Distinct and definite objectionable odor Tar-like, asphalt 
4 ·Odor strong enough to cause a person to attempt to avoid it completely Cut grass 
5 ·Odor so strong as to be overpowering and Intolerable for any length of time Citrus fruit 

Environmental Documentation - must be kept for five years 
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