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February 26, 2024 

 

Via E-mail 

Chris Robinson 

Environmental Quality Analyst 

Michigan EGLE-AQD  

Grand Rapids District Office 

State Office Building, 5th Floor 

350 Ottawa Avenue NW, Unit 10 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503-2341 

RobinsonC17@michigan.gov  

 

Re: Violation Notice 

 ROP:  MI-ROP-M4204-2018b 

 Zeeland Farm Services, Inc. (SRN: M4204) 

 

Dear Mr. Robinson: 

 

Zeeland Farm Services, Inc. (ZFS) respectfully submits this response to the violation notice 

(“VN”) that Air Quality Division (“AQD”) issued on January 30, 2024. As confirmed via our e-

mail correspondence on February 15, 2024, this response is submitted by the extended deadline 

approved by AQD. 

 

The VN noted that the stack dimensions of three (3) boilers did not meet the permitted dimensions 

included in Renewable Operating Permit (ROP) number MI-ROP-M4204-2018b. As you may 

recall, ZFS first reported these concerns last year. That “self-report” was followed by discussions 

with AQD staff about related permitting and compliance considerations. 

 

Following up on ZFS’ e-mail to Mark Mitchell, the table below summarizes the permitted and the 

actual dimensions of the boiler stacks.  

 

Emissions Unit 

Permitted Dimensions Actual Dimensions 

Maximum 

Diameter (in) 

Minimum 

Height (ft) 
Diameter (in) Height (ft) 

EUBOILER 25 63 26 54.4 

EULF/NGBLR5 13 29.8 13.5 30 

EUREFBOILER 13 55 24 56.21 

 

1 There were conflicting dimensions reported for the EUREFBOILER height, but the 56.2’ height was confirmed in 

February 2023 when repairs were made to the stack following severe weather. 



M
r. C

h
ris R

o
b

in
so

n
 

E
G

L
E

 –
 A

Q
D

 

F
eb

ru
ary

 2
6

, 2
0

2
4

 

P
ag

e 2
 

 

 

P
.O

. B
o

x
 2

9
0

  •  2
5
2

5
 –

 8
4

th A
v

en
u

e  •  Z
eelan

d
, M

ich
ig

an
 U

S
A

 4
9

4
6

4
-0

2
9

0
 

6
1

6
.7

7
2

.9
0
4

2
  •  8

0
0

.7
4

8
.0

5
9

5
   •  F

:  6
1

6
.7

7
2

.7
0

7
5
 

w
w

w
.zfsin

c.co
m

 

 T
h

e d
iscrep

an
cy

 in
 stack

 d
im

en
sio

n
s is d

u
e to

 ch
an

g
es th

at o
ccu

rred
 d

u
rin

g
 in

stallatio
n

, b
u

t w
ere 

n
o

t id
en

tified
 b

y
 Z

F
S

. In
 fact, th

e d
iscrep

an
cies in

 stack
 d

im
en

sio
n

s w
ere n

o
t id

en
tified

 u
n

til Ju
ly

 

2
0

2
3

, d
u

rin
g

 an
 in

tern
al rev

iew
. T

h
e in

fo
rm

atio
n

 w
as th

en
 b

ro
u

g
h

t to
 th

e atten
tio

n
 o

f th
e E

G
L

E
 

o
n

 Ju
ly

 2
1

, 2
0

2
3

. 

 O
n

ce th
e d

iscrep
an

cy
 o

f th
e stack

 d
im

en
sio

n
s w

as id
en

tified
, Z

F
S

 reach
ed

 o
u

t to
 A

Q
D

 to
 d

iscu
ss 

p
o

ssib
le 

resp
o

n
ses. 

A
t 

th
e 

tim
e, 

Z
F

S
 
rem

in
d

ed
 
A

Q
D

 
th

at 
p

rev
io

u
s 

air 
d

isp
ersio

n
 
m

o
d

elin
g

 

o
v

erestim
ated

 P
M

1
0  an

d
 P

M
2

.5  at th
is lo

catio
n

, su
ch

 th
at th

e facility
 co

u
ld

 n
o

t m
eet th

e N
A

A
Q

S
.  

In
 

fact, 
b

ecau
se 

p
rev

io
u

s 
air 

d
isp

ersio
n

 
m

o
d

elin
g

 
co

u
ld

 
n

o
t 

sh
o

w
 

co
m

p
lian

ce, 
th

e 
facility

 

co
n

d
u

cted
 am

b
ien

t air m
o

n
ito

rin
g

 in
 2

0
1

3
 –

 2
0

1
5

 to
 sh

o
w

 co
m

p
lian

ce w
ith

 N
A

A
Q

S
 fo

r P
M

1
0  an

d
 

P
M

2
.5 . R

esu
lts o

f th
e am

b
ien

t air m
o

n
ito

rin
g

 d
o

cu
m

en
t co

m
p

lian
ce b

ased
 o

n
 th

e “as in
stalled

” 

stack
 d

im
en

sio
n

s. 

 Z
F

S
 in

itially
 so

u
g

h
t to

 rev
ise th

e P
T

I b
ased

 o
n

 th
e stren

g
th

 o
f th

e m
o

n
ito

red
 N

A
A

Q
S

 co
m

p
lian

ce, 

th
ereb

y
 ad

o
p

tin
g

 th
e “as in

stalled
” stack

 d
im

en
sio

n
s. A

Q
D

 p
erm

it staff later rejected
 th

at p
ro

p
o

sal. 

S
in

ce th
en

, Z
F

S
 h

as b
een

 activ
ely

 co
n

sid
erin

g
 d

ifferen
t strateg

ies, in
clu

d
in

g
 en

g
in

eerin
g

 so
lu

tio
n

s 

fo
r th

e u
n

d
erly

in
g

 o
p

eratio
n

s, th
e stack

s, an
d

 p
o

ten
tial co

n
tro

ls. U
n

fo
rtu

n
ately

, Z
F

S
 h

as y
et to

 

id
en

tify
 a fin

al o
p

tio
n

. C
o

m
p

licatin
g

 th
e an

aly
sis is th

e fact th
at m

o
d

ify
in

g
 th

e stack
s to

 th
e 

p
erm

itted
 d

im
en

sio
n

s m
ay

 in
ad

v
erten

tly
 lim

it b
o

iler o
u

tp
u

t b
y

 u
p

 to
 5

0
%

 o
r m

o
re, an

 issu
e th

at 

o
n

ly
 

recen
tly

 
b

ecam
e 

ap
p

aren
t. 

P
rio

r 
to

 
th

at, 
Z

F
S

 
w

as 
p

lan
n

in
g

 
to

 
sim

p
ly

 
m

eet 
th

e 
stack

 

d
im

en
sio

n
s id

en
tified

 in
 th

e R
O

P
 an

d
 u

n
d

erly
in

g
 P

T
I.    

 B
ased

 o
n

 th
e co

n
tin

u
in

g
 d

ev
elo

p
m

en
t o

f a co
m

p
lian

ce strateg
y

, Z
F

S
 p

ro
p

o
ses to

 p
ro

v
id

e y
o

u
 w

ith
 

a b
iw

eek
ly

 statu
s rep

o
rt ab

o
u

t th
is issu

e. In
 ad

d
itio

n
, Z

F
S

 is am
en

ab
le to

 a m
eetin

g
 w

ith
 A

Q
D

 to
 

d
iscu

ss th
is situ

atio
n

 if d
esired

.  

 If y
o

u
 h

av
e an

y
 q

u
estio

n
s reg

ard
in

g
 th

is su
b

m
ittal, p

lease co
n

tact m
e at b

rid
g

etter@
zfsin

c.co
m

 o
r 

6
1

6
-8

7
9

-1
7

1
1

. 

 S
in

cerely
, 

 Z
eela

n
d

 F
a

rm
 S

erv
ices, In

c. 

    B
rid

g
ette L

. R
illem

a, P
.E

.  

E
n

v
iro

n
m

en
tal M

an
ag

er 

 cc: 
L

y
n

n
 E

sp
, Z

F
S

 

\ 


