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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

AIR QUALITY DIVISION
ACTIVITY REPORT: On-site Inspection

P137367399
FACILITY: PORTERCORP SRN /ID: P1373
LOCATION: 4240 NORTH 136TH AVENUE, HOLLAND DISTRICT: Grand Rapids
CITY: HOLLAND COUNTY: OTTAWA
CONTACT: Randy Bakker , Maintenance Supervisor ACTIVITY DATE: 04/18/2023
STAFF: Chris Robinson [ COMPLIANCE STATUS: Non Compliance SOURCE CLASS: Minor

SUBJECT: FY '23 Inspection to determine compliance with applicable air quality rules and regulations.
RESOLVED COMPLAINTS:

This report documents the April 18, 2023, onsite inspection conducted at Porter Corporation (SRN
P1373) by Michigan’s Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) Air Quality
Division (AQD) staff Chris Robinson (CR). The purpose of this inspection was to assess this facility’s
compliance status with respect to all applicable air quality rules and regulations.

Porter Corp is located in Ottawa County at 4240 136th Avenue, Holland, Michigan. Weather
conditions were cloudy with a temperature of approximately 37 degrees Fahrenheit and west-
northwest winds (www.weatherunderground.com). Prior to entry CR surveyed the perimeter of the
facility for odors and visible emissions, none were observed. CR then entered and met with Mitch
Harsevoort, Director of Manufacturing and informed him of the purpose of the visit. CR later spoke
with Randy Bakker, Maintenance Supervisor, and Lee Hodge.

This facility manufactures structural insulated panels and tubular bolt together steel canopy frames.
The insulated structural panels consist of prepurchased Styrofoam that is adhered to sheet wood. A
roll coater is used to apply the adhesive. The facility has two roll coaters with the newest one being
installed in 2012. The previous 2007 AQD inspection determined the older roll coater to be
grandfathered from Michigan’s air quality rules and regulations because it was installed prior to
August of 1967. Although this roll coater is still installed it is only used as a backup which has not
been required yet. On May 9" CR had a Team’s meeting with Mr. Harsevoort, Mr. Bakker, and Mr.
Lee to discuss permitting and exemption requirements for the new roll coater. CR informed the
group that Rule 201 of Michigan’s Air Pollution Control Rules prohibits the construction of an
emission unit/process unless it is permitted or exempt. Rule 201 permitting exemption Rule 287(2)
(c) was discussed for the newer roll coater. Since usage is greater than the 200 gallons per month
limit (approximately 530 gallons) and the adhesive does not contain water, Rule 287(2)(c) would
not be appropriate. Exemptions Rule 290 and Rule 291 may be appropriate and were discussed but
the facility decided to permit the roll coater instead. CR informed the facility that installation
without an appropriate exemption or Permit to Install (PTI) is a Rule 201 violation and that a
Violation Notice would be issued. CR was informed by the facility on May 11, 2023, that a Permit to
Install (PTI) application was mailed to AQD’s Permits Section that day.

Once the Styrofoam is adhered to the sheet wood, various saws are used to cut the product to final
shape and size. Sawdust and Styrofoam pieces are collected by a baghouse. Since the system was
not operating at the time of this inspection, differential pressures were not available, however Mr.
Harsevoort indicated that preventative maintenance is conducted frequently. The baghouse did
appear to be well maintained but there was a minor amount of waste material on the ground near
the baghouse and the enclosed dumpsters attached to the baghouse. CR informed Mr. Harsevoort
that any waste collected MUST remain in the dumpster at all times and requested that the area be
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