Received

John J. Ozoga III Acting District Director DEQ/AQD

Office of Waste Management and Radiological Protection

1504 West Washington St. FEB 0 2017
v 9855

Marquette, MI 4 g: f g,E " MAERS:

Carolyn St. Cyr, P.E. ce:

Dept. of Environmental Quality
Upper Peninsula District Office
1504 West Washington St.
Marquette, MI 49855

Joe Scanlan

Dept of Environmental Quality
Upper Peninsula District Office
1504 West Washington St.
Marquette, MI 49855

Re: December 15, 2016 complaint/ Violation Notice
Dear John, Carolyn and Joe;

To begin with, I would like to straighten out some preliminary matters. The violation
notice is written to Ever-Green Landfill. Ever-Green Landfill has never had any
involvement with asbestos, and has never stored or disposed of any asbestos. While there
have been complaints in the past that we were illegally disposing of asbestos at the
landfill (complaints from the same individual), that has never occurred, and no asbestos
has even been on landfill property. If we were disposing of it at the landfill, there
wouldn’t be two dumpsters and two enclosed box vans of the material on my property.

The asbestos material is what remained from Northwoods Environmental Industries, Inc.
which ceased operation several years ago after approximately fifteen years in operation.
During those approximately 15 years, we have had two dumpsters for aggregating waste
at our shop. These were regularly picked up and disposed of at Waste Management.
During that period, these were inspected on numerous occasions by both MDEQ and
MiOSHA. Ussually as a result of a complaint from the same complainant. At no time
during these 15 years did anyone indicate that Northwoods could not store its waste that
way, that it constituted Unauthorized disposal of waste, or that it constituted an
unlicensed transfer station. Had any of that occurred Northwoods would have changed its
operation and waste handling procedures.

Northwoods ran into trouble on those last two dumpsters. Waste Management came out
to remove them, and while picking the first one up, a piece of metal the truck was hooked
to broke and it couldn’t be lifted. The second one was also too heavy (but nothing broke).
They indicated that the dumpsters would need be half unloaded by hand to remove a
significant amount of weight for them to come back. Waste from the final Northwoods
jobs as it wrapped up operations was put in the two enclosed box vans which locked.



They were also removed to the mill property which was both fenced at gated as
additional security.

At about the same time our relations with Waste Management became impaired. Because
I was one of the parties that purchased the former Stone Container Landfill, there was
friction with them. Particularly after we secured one of their large contracts for ourselves.
In addition the rates that they were charging me were about 2 % times more expensive
than their competitor. In addition, Northwoods was out of business.

The waste sat without action for a period of time, partly because of the costs involved,
partly because of the labor involved in unloading a dumpster, and partly because of the
trucking and other arraignments removal would require. I understand the material was to
be gotten rid of in a more expeditious manner, but that didn’t occur.

Since that time progress has been slow. Late this summer the landfill (Wood Island) was
having work done, roads were bad and we couldn’t get a big truck in. Periods of rain and
snow have complicated this. Also we must go by the schedule of the trucker who agreed
to haul it for us as we have none to do it. In addition, the last time there the back dumper
door on his trailer was damaged and it must be welded by an aluminum welder, which is
hard to find and schedule around here.

I enclose the 3 manifests for the material moved and disposed of. You will receive one
additional manifest when the trucker can haul the last load which should be immediately
after the door is fixed. Should you have additional questions, please feel free to contact
me at (608)-386-0050.

rely;
L/

Patrick Tucker
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