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S
O

U
R

C
E

 C
LA

S
S

: M
IN

O
R

S
U

B
J E

C
T: S

cheduled Inspection of Tow
er A

utom
otive (now

 A
m

erican W
aste R

ecycling C
enter).

R
E

S
O

LV
E

D
 C

O
M

P
LA

IN
TS

:

O
n Tues day, S

eptem
ber 22, 2020, M

s . C
aryn E

. O
w

ens  of the D
epartm

ent of E
nvironm

ental, G
reat Lakes ,

and E
nergy (E

G
LE

) – A
ir Q

uality D
ivis ion (A

Q
D

) conducted a s cheduled ins pection of A
m

erican W
as te

R
ecycling Facility, form

erly Tow
er A

utom
otive (S

R
N

: N
1819). The s ite is  located at 280 H

ughes  D
rive, in

Travers e C
ity, G

rand Travers e C
ounty, M

ichigan. M
ore s pecifically, the facility w

as  located on the w
es t

s ide of H
ughes  D

rive, approxim
ately ¼

 m
ile s outh of H

am
m

ond R
oad in Travers e C

ity, M
ichigan. The

field ins pection w
as  to determ

ine com
pliance w

ith P
erm

it to Ins tall (P
TI) 57-06.

S
ource D

es cription
A

t the tim
e P

TI 57-06 w
as issued, it w

as perm
itted for a natural gas-fired batch type burn-off oven to rem

ove
cured paints, oil, or grease from

 m
etal parts by therm

al decom
position. The oven w

as to be equipped w
ith a

secondary afterburner w
ith a m

axim
um

 heat rating of 560,000 B
TU

/hr.  In the m
eantim

e, Tow
er A

utom
otive has

w
ent out of business and the facility w

as purchased by A
m

erican W
aste to be used as a R

ecycling C
enter. The

P
TI is still active, and so the site inspection w

as to see if the burn-off oven perm
itted at the facility w

as still active
at the site or not.

O
n-s ite Ins pection:

A
Q

D
 w

as accom
panied by M

r. M
ike H

edding of A
m

erican W
aste, during the field inspection. A

Q
D

 had
appropriate personal protective equipm

ent (P
P

E
), w

earing safety glasses, high visible vest, steel toe boots,
hearing protection, and a face m

ask. The w
eather conditions w

ere partly cloudy w
ith calm

 w
inds from

 the
southw

est, and approxim
ately 64 degrees Fahrenheit. A

 slight garbage-like odor w
as present as w

e entered the
facility, but not objectionable. The building consisted of: offices in the eastern portion; separators, com

pactors
and shedder in the central and southern portions; storage of bulk com

pacted recyclables w
ere stored on the

w
estern portion that w

ere w
aiting for distribution; and a drop-off location in the northern portion (one area for

construction/dem
o w

aste, and one area for a single w
aste stream

). The drop-off area is sorted through for
recyclable m

aterial and w
aste m

aterial that w
ould go to a landfill.

A
ccording to M

r. H
edding, the facility accepts all kinds of recyclables, including plastics #1 through #7 and

plastic bags, S
tyrofoam

, cardboard boxes, m
agazines, junk m

ail, glassw
are, and all kinds of m

etal item
s. The full

list of item
s accepted at the facility is listed on the A

m
erican W

aste w
ebsite. R

ecycled m
aterial is accepted from

G
rand Traverse, Leelanau, K

alkaska, and O
tsego C

ounties. A
ccording to M

r. H
edding, no hazardous w

aste is
accepted at this facility, w

hich includes fluorescent light bulbs. This m
aterial is handled by A

m
erican W

aste’s
sister com

pany N
orthern A

-1.

M
r. H

edding took m
e to the location in the facility in southw

estern portion of the facility w
here there are tw

o
em

pty stacks in the ceiling, show
ing the burn-off oven has been rem

oved. The facility w
as in full operation during

the inspection, and A
Q

D
 observed no dust or opacity concerns inside or outside the facility.

For additional inform
ation about the facility, form

er A
Q

D
 em

ployees toured the facility w
hen it initially opened,

not aw
are of the current S

R
N

 N
1819, and their activity report is listed under S

R
N

 U
28131725.

B
ased on the inform

ation review
ed and observed, the burn-off oven has been rem

oved from
 the facility, and

therefore P
TI 57-06 can be voided.
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